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Membership
Provisional members made into Full members 
this year have to pay the Full member rate. 
New members wishing to join should send 
a cheque payable to Chelsea Spelæological 
Society along with their membership application 
form to the Secretary. Members who are 
renewing a subscription should sent the payment 
to the Treasurer. The committee will normally 
consider voting provisional members up to full 
membership after 6 months by which time they 
should have become known.
Provisional membership can be extended for 
another 6 months, but only once, if a Provisional 
Member has been unable to become known 
socially and as an active caver within the club. 
Please contact the Treasurer with any queries.

Welcome to new provisional member:
Peter King
Please send all subscriptions to:
Gary Jones, 6 West Down, Bookham, 
Leatherhead, 
Surrey KT23 4LJ

Current rates are:
Full  £25
Joint  £33
PLUS your BCA subscription per person of 
£6 for non cavers and £17 for cavers.
Members who have BCA membership via another 
club need not pay twice but should include their 
BCA number and membership club with their 
payment.
Associate    £21 (BCA Non Caver already included)
Provisional   £20

The views expressed in the Newsletter are those of the author of the article and do not necessarily represent the views of the Society.

Cover Photo - Andy Heath - Daren Cilau Entrance Crawl
Photo by Mark Lumley
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Thanks for all your contributions.

Please keep sending them in :-)

Please send all material to:
Steve-Sharp-Photography@virgi nmedia.com
Or put on a CD and send to:

Steve Sharp
43 The Crescent
Sea Mills
Bristol
BS9 2JT

Send your text for your article in Microsoft 
word format or email.
Covert photos. surveys and other images to 
decent sized .jpeg, .tif, 
.psd files

You could alternatively zip your work and 
send in as a .rar file using
www.mailbigfile.com (Free version)
(use the classic uploader)

Editorial

If the escutcheon is rotated 180 degrees away 

from the normal position then a key will not in-

sert.  The key enters a bit but then sticks which 

gives the false impression that the lock has 

jammed. Pain in the ass if this happens at night 

and you can’t see what’s going on. The photo 

above shows the right and the wrong orienta-

tions of the keyway.

Whitewalls front door problems

The Darren Diggers

After a sucssesful entry into Whitewalls, cavers, 

Charles Bailey and Andy Gilmartin featured 

above get ready for a trip into Daren Cilau to 

continue  working on the The Inconvenient Truth 

dig. This will include a two night stay at the 

Hard Rock Cafe, which includes a two course 

evening meal and a full Welsh breakfast.

The Hard Rock Cafe

Sleeping at The Hard Rock 
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The South and Mid Wales Cave Rescue Team is 

one of two cave rescue teams covering the whole 

of Wales. The SMWCRT was renamed after the old 

Gwent Cave Rescue Team folded in 2009 when 

it became clear the team was no longer a viable 

organisation and the West Brecon Cave Rescue Team 

took over cave rescue responsibility for the whole of 

southern and mid Wales with its cover extending up to 

the southern borders of the Snowdonia National Park. 

North Wales Cave Rescue Team cover the caving and 

mining areas north of Machynlleth.

The SMWCRT is called upon by the police to assist 

in searches for missing people. These may be missing 

or injured cavers but can also be for non cavers where 

searches involve underground structures such as 

caves and disused and abandoned mines, of which 

there are literally hundreds in mid Wales. The team 

has also been requested to assist where it is thought 

WKH�H[SHUWLVH�RI�WKH�WHDP�LV�XVHIXO�LQ�VHDUFKLQJ�GLI¿FXOW�
terrain. Such was the case with the search for missing 

¿YH�\HDU�ROG�$SULO�-RQHV�LQ�0DFK\QOOHWK�LQ�2FWREHU�
�����ZKHUH�WKH�VHDUFK�DUHD�SRVHG�KXJH�GLI¿FXOWLHV�
due to the presence of old abandoned slate quarries.

The team has to demonstrate to the Police 

$XWKRULW\�WKDW�LW�LV�DQ�HI¿FLHQW�RUJDQLVDWLRQ�WKDW�LV�
¿W�IRU�SXUSRVH��KDYLQJ�WKH�ULJKW�GHJUHH�RI�H[SHUWLVH�
so that the police can trust them to respond to the 

incidents they call them out to assist them. The police 

QHHG�WR�VHH�WDQJLEOH�HYLGHQFH�WKDW�WKH�WHDP�LV�¿W�IRU�
purpose and works as a team as in the end, the police 

are responsible for cave rescue and are therefore 

answerable to Parliament if cave rescue does not 

work well.

 

6R�KRZ�GRHV�WKH�60:&57�GHPRQVWUDWH�LW�LV�¿W�IRU�
purpose? By having a structured organisation and 

by ensuring team members are trained regularly to 

use the equipment and the techniques necessary 

to execute a rescue when called upon to do so. The 

team holds about 4 to 5 training sessions a year, 

with practises being held in caves or on the surface. 

It additionally holds mid week evening sessions at 

Whitewalls or Penwyllt.

6R�ZKDW¶V�QHHGHG�IURP�&KHOVHD�PHPEHUV"�-RLQ�WKH�
SMWCRT and participate in training exercises so that 

PHPEHUV�DUH�WUDLQHG��NQRZ�ZKDW�WR�GR�FRQ¿GHQWO\�
in the event of a call out. Why should you join and 

support the SMWCRT? Look upon it as a form of 

insurance. Hopefully you’ll never need to use it 

personally but it is always there in case you or your 

friends need it. 

The importance of having a well structured, well 

supported rescue team became very apparent on two 

YHU\�GLVWLQFWLYH�RFFDVLRQV��2QH�ZDV�IRU�D�VLWXDWLRQ�

that was hopeless, the second through a situation 

that could become that way. In 1974 a diver Roger 

Solari was lost whilst diving the Terminal Sump of 

Agen Allwedd. The ensuing callout required hundreds 

of cave rescue personnel, and required more people 

WKDQ�HLWKHU�RI�WKH�WZR�6:&52�WHDPV��*ZHQW�	�:HVW�
%UHFRQ��FRXOG�PXVWHU��7HDPV�IURP�*ORXFHVWHU�	�
0HQGLS�&52�DOO�MRLQHG�WKH�UHVFXH�RQ�WKDW�RFFDVLRQ�
and it became apparent how vital it would be that 

teams working together on large scale operations 

like this would need to have similar structure and with 

similar equipment. Something positive came out of 

that call out that lead to harmonisation of procedure 

and equipment across the difference cave rescue 

teams, such that they would be able to work with each 

other.

The Flanagan rescue in 1981was a recovery of a 

EDGO\�LQMXUHG�FDYHU��FRPSRXQG�IUDFWXUH�RI�WKH�WLELD��
in Southern Stream Passage in Agen Allwedd. The 

rescue saw hundreds of cavers respond to the call 

out and the casualty brought to the surface after an 

extended rescue at midday Monday after sustaining 

the injury on Saturday at 2 PM in the afternoon.

Cave rescue in South Wales by Paul Tarrent

Rescue Practice in Ogof Tarddiad Rhymney

Photo by Brendan Marris

above.
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The rescue was a success due to teams of cave 

rescue personnel being frequently rotated so that they 

did not become exhausted operating in the unpleasant 

FRQ¿QHV�RI�6RXWKHUQ�6WUHDP�3DVVDJH��*RRG�
communications within the cave and surface were vital 

to the operation, as was the feeding of those people 

participating. 

Further rescues in caves near to White Walls have 

included three within Daren Cilau with one of our 

current members being able to extricate himself 

with assistance after suffering a broken collarbone. 

Recently a diabetic caver required assistance when 

he became ill in Draenen, whilst attempting a round 

trip.

The rescue equipment now used is far better 

than that used in the 1980s-the stretchers are more 

versatile and weigh a quarter of what the old Neil 

Robertson stretcher did by utilising modern day 

materials. Communication is far better with the use of 

induction phones and Ultra low frequency phones that 

FDQ�ZRUN�ZLWK�LQ�WKH�FDYH��2QH�RI�RXU�RZQ�PHPEHUV�

The South and Mid Wales Cave Rescue Team

Stuart France has built and supplied some of the 

telecoms equipment the rescue team currently use.

1R�RQH�FDQ�JHW�FRPSODFHQW�DERXW�UHVFXH��-XVW�
because there were only two incidents in 2013, this 

ORZ�¿JXUH�ZDV�RIIVHW�WRWDOO\�E\�WKH����UHVFXH�FDOO�RXWV�
in 2012. There have been 339 call outs in Wales since 

WKH�6:&52�ZDV�IRUPHG�

CSS has several members involved in the SMWCRT 

Executive Committee with Dan Thorne and Tom Foord 

elected as call out wardens, Lisa Boore as First Aid 

Deputy, Paul Tarrant as CSS Club Rep, and Martyn 

Farr as Diving advisor.

,I�\RX�ZDQW�WR�WDNH�WKDW�¿UVW�VWHS�WR�JHWWLQJ�LQYROYHG�
with the SMWCRT, then contact the team Secretary - 

secretary@smwcrt.org and offer your contact details 

so they can be added to the team call out list. The 

next stage is attend a rescue practise. The next one 

takes place on Sat 29/3/14.

1 - Dial 999 (or 112)

2 - Ask for the POLICE (Some mobile calls divert 
to a National Call Centre, you may have to ask 
for the relevant Police Service. Most of our 
caves are in the Gwent or Dyfed-Powys areas) 

3 - Then ask for CAVE RESCUE

4 - Be prepared to give as much information 
as possible about the location of the cave, the 
cavers involved and the injuries sustained.

5 - STAY BY THE PHONE - If using a mobile, 
ensure you remain in an area of good reception!

6 - A Cave Rescue Warden will call you back for 
more details

How to Call Out South & Mid Wales 
Cave Rescue Team in an Emergency

www.smwcrt.org

Photo - SMWCRT

Photo - SMWCRT

‘With this number of people, training is essential’

The ambulance is essential when the cave is 
remotely located
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Surveyors Recharging by John Stevens
,�ZDV�JRLQJ�WR�SXEOLVK�DQ�DUWLFOH�DERXW�WKH�,QQHU�&LUFOH�¿UVW�EXW�VRPH�RI�

WKH�QXPEHU�ZRUN�LV�VWLOO�LQ�ÀX[��7KH�VXUYH\�RI�WKH�,QQHU�&LUFOH�ZDV�¿QLVKHG�LQ�
November 2012. The last bit for the diagram was to add some detail on to Peter 

Cousin’s grade 6 survey of Eastern Avenue. 

As adding detail could be done solo, I undertook a trip on 2nd March 13. I 

sketched on detail all the way from the start of Selenite Needle Passage at 

Sand Caverns through to the junction of Eastern Avenue with Swiss Passage. 

As I still had plenty of time, I started surveying into Midsummer Passage from 

Swiss Passage junction. I only did twenty legs before it was time to back track 

through Turkey Pool and out after a quick dig in Turkey Chamber. 11 hours. 

The next Midsummer survey trip was with Mike Read on 6th April 13. We made 

progress through the choke and picked up side passages as we went. By 

picking them up as we go, rather than having a separate trip at a later date 

�ZKLFK�PLJKW�QHYHU�KDSSHQ���WKH\�GR�JHW�GRQH��,W�DOVR�KDV�RQH�ELJ�DGYDQWDJH��
ZH�PLJKW�¿QG�VRPHWKLQJ��2QH�RI�WKH�¿UVW�VLGH�SDVVDJHV�
RQ�WKH�OHIW��QRUWK���EHFDPH�D�WLJKW�WZLVWLQJ�ULIW�ZKLFK�JRW�
to a very tight squeeze with the sound of water running 

beyond. Mike says someone had been further but not 

for him today. Back to the main route and through the 

ÀDW�RXW�VHFWLRQV�DQG�\HW�DQRWKHU�VLGH�RQ�WKH�OHIW��7KLV�
was found over some low mud banks and lead to a 

6m drop. We didn’t have any 

equipment, so off came our 

belts and my drag cord to belay 

round a jammed rock. Mike 

manages to climb down 

Recharge – at the main junction looking east, entrance is just behind 
David. Note the only boulders in the main passage of Recharge.

Recharge – further along 
the eastern passage.
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and found himself in a stream passage up to 2m 

wide. Eventually he found a foot print but they had 

not entered the way we had. Mike extracted himself 

and we left surveying it to when we could safely rig 

the pitch. Past the junction with Coal Cellar and yet 

another combined tactics manoeuvre to enter a high 

level passage on the right. Mike standing on me 

then the belts used again to help me up. This time 

we exited via Coal Cellar, 11hours, 68 legs 365m. 

7KHUH�ZDV�GH¿QLWHO\�PRUH�LQ�WKLV�DUHD�WKDQ�WKH�,DQ�
Penney survey suggested.

After some time off surveying high levels in Turkey 

Streamway and Flood Passage, we returned to 

0LGVXPPHU�RQ���WK�-DQXDU\�����$JDLQ�JRLQJ�LQ�YLD�
Turkey Pool, with lots of food as I decided that my 

camera was less useful as I only take one or two 

photos on a survey trip. First on the list was the side 

passage with one set of footprints in. The pitch was 

rigged and off we went surveying as we went. Some 

nice gypsum crystal were seen in some of the mud 

layers early on. The stream continued with a high 

rift above it before lowering to a choke with no way 

on. We back tracked just a short way to the high rift 

DQG�IRXQG�D�SDVVDJH�OHIW�DW�KLJK�OHYHO��2XU�VXUYH\�
of this then joined amazingly well with the tight side 

passage seen on 6th April. This was the route in for 

the footprints. The side had taken some 20 legs and 

was 70m long. We climbed out and de-rigged ready 

to start surveying Midsummer proper.

Two legs in, I ask if Mike could splay to a side passage on the left, which he had just passed in this wide 

passage. I quickly looked up it to see if I could just do a sketch or were legs needed. It was three or four legs 

to what I saw and it was still going. Mike had to come back and start up the side passage but after only two 

legs the DistoX stopped working. A battery change was required. While I did this and loaded up the correct 

calibrations for the instrument, Mike decided to have a look at the end of the passage. This was triangular 

VKDSHG�ZLWK�SOHQW\�RI�DLU�VSDFH�EXW�MXVW�WRR�VPDOO��7KH�PXG�ÀRRU�QHHGHG�GLJJLQJ�RXW�DQG�KH�VRRQ�IRXQG�D�
stone to help him break up the mud. 

By the time I returned, he was going it and had made a bit of progress. With a crowbar it would have only 

taken ten minutes or so but the stone was much slower. But we could see an enlargement where we 

should be able to turn round. In all it took a good couple of hours to pass the four meter dig. We 

surveyed through with Mike in front. At the turning point, the passage 

took a dogleg to the right, and this is where the PDA sent me a message 

to say its battery was low. Nine 

percent left, that would be enough 

for this grovel, but Mike who was 

by now standing, told me to go 

Recharge – towards western end , showing gobbit in roof

Crystals on the wall of recharge

��������Ȭȱ�����ȱ�������ȱ����ȱȮȱ����ȱ���ȱĚ���

Photos by John Stevens
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back and get the recharging battery for the PDA. But 

¿UVW��KDQG�KLP�WKH�GLVWR;��,�JURYHO�EDFN�DQG�SLFNHG�XS�
WKH�EDWWHU\��2Q�UHWXUQ��,�ZDV�DOORZHG�WR�FRPH�WKURXJK�
D�¿QDO�ORZ�DUFK�WR�HPHUJH�LQWR�D�ZDONLQJ�SDVVDJH��
Mike had already surveyed to the right which was 

blind after a couple of legs but would need the 

sketches added to the splays. To the right, a blocked 

KROH�LQ�WKH�ÀRRU�PD\�GURS�ULJKW�GRZQ�WR�0LGVXPPHU�
Passage but a rift exited to the right for a couple of 

legs. Ahead was growing in size and in just another 

couple of legs we hit a T junction.

Which way? I thought right may head back towards 

Midsummer so I stepped left to look around a corner 

and saw the passage continuing walking for a good 

10-15m. Mike said that was the decision made and 

off we went surveying down a walking passage some 

four meters high, one and a half meters wide, with 

QR�ERXOGHUV�RQ�WKH�ÀRRU��MXVW�PXG�DQG�LQFUHDVLQJ�
amounts of crystal on the walls.

2QH�KXQGUHG�PHWHUV�XS�DQG�LW�ZDV�VWLOO�JRLQJ��WKHQ�
an oxbow of small passage before it reunited and 

continued. A side passage now, up we went and 

thought we are now up a side passage in a side 

passage that nobody knows about and we are the 

only ones in Whitewalls. The chalk board might not 

be much use in a search for us.  A bit remote, but 

the passage was so nice and friendly to survey in, 

standing all the way. The two hundred meter mark 

came up, how much further? Then a junction and 

it closed down to a large run in of boulders to the 

left and a crawl between large bocks to the right. 

Probably all part of the same choke. At points, there 

were some very old and degraded bat droppings on 

the cap mud, or that’s what they seem to be.

Anyway we still had the right branch to do from the 

junction. So back we went and to our surprise it 

continued over the top of Midsummer without the 

slightest indication of the passage below. A couple 

of short side passages as the main passage lowered 

WR�WZR�PHWHUV�KLJK��7KHQ�DURXQG�D�EHQG�DQG�WKH�¿OO�
came up to the roof at a run in. Time was getting on 

to say the least but Mike thought it may be a short 

term dig. Time to call it a day; we had made a mistake 

RI�QRW�EULQJLQJ�RXU�IRRG�XS�LQWR�WKH�¿QG�VR�D�JRRG�
feast then an exit via Coal Cellar Passage. 14 hours, 

430m surveyed of which only 15m was on the original 

survey and 330m was new. 

It took us a while to come up with a name but we 

wanted to use the facts that both sets of batteries in 

the instruments had to be changed/recharged. So 

Recharge it is. The passage is much more east west 

than others in the area. It has a gobbit layer in the 

URRI�IRU�PRVW�RI�LWV�FRXUVH�DQG�VHHPV�WR�KDYH�ÀRZHG�
west to east. But the scallops are unclear in many 

places. Altitude wise, it is at the same level as the 

end of Erse and some high level passages in the 84 

series in Shattered passage. But neither of these 

look anything like Recharge. It is similar to the nice 

walking part of Selenite Needle, a bit narrower but 

taller.

The next decisions, was what to write in the log book. 

-XVW�ZH�VXUYH\HG�PRUH�RI�0LGVXPPHU�DQG�SXW�D�
survey up on the board and see who susses it. Does 

DQ\RQH�UHDG�WKH�ORJERRN��:H�ZRXOG�¿QG�RXW�DV�WKH�
Annual Dinner was in a couple of weeks, but Mike 

could not make it.

However David Stevens managed to get the Friday 

IUHH�IRU�D�WULS�RQ�WKH���WK�-DQXDU\�����6R�LQ�ZH�ZHQW�
armed with a crow bar and some camera kit. A quick 

trip in via Turkey Pool to arrive in Recharge after two 

and quarter hours. Time to take some photos and 

VKRZ�'DYLG�WKH�¿QGV��$V�,�RQO\�KDG�D�PLQL�WULSRG��,�
used ledges on the walls where they gave reasonable 

shots. The end choke at the east end was looked at 

but things seem too big. Now to the west end and a 

few more photos. The west end dig was smaller rocks 

in a clay matrix and this was dug forward until the roof 

started heading up. The vertical wall was scalloped 

and we gained about 1.5m upwards, in the time we 

were there. We could be in the base of an aven or 

coming into the side of a larger passage. It is still 

diggable and warrants a return.

Time to head out via Coal Cellar again, not my 

IDYRXULWH�SLHFH�RI�SDVVDJH���2XWHU�&LUFOH�WLPH�IRXU�
and quarter hours, total time 10 hours.

After a change, shower and food at Pant Y Rhiw we 

entered Whitewalls. The logbook had been read and 

the cat was truly out of the bag. So I pinned up the 

survey and showed a few pics from the trip. A good 

start to an Annual Dinner.

Surveyors Recharging Continued

John Stevens
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Day two: No underground things. 

'D\�RQH���ZH�ÀHZ�WR�LQWR�*LEUDOWDU��VHH�SKRWR��DQG�
DIWHU�GRPHVWLFV�FDXJKW�D�QXPEHU�¿YH�EXV�WR�WKH�EXV�
station and then a number two bus to the bottom of 

the cable car and then went up on this to the top of 

the Rock and walked along towards the North end 

venturing into a small old World War II tunnel with a 

torch and then back down the hill for a Speckled Hen 

beer in the Lord Nelson pub. 

Gibraltar by Andy Watson
An end of year trip to Gibraltar and a tiny bit of underground stuff December 2013 

�LJQRULQJ�WKH�KROLGD\�ELWV��

'D\�WKUHH��RQ�*LEUDOWDU�DOO�GD\�DQG�¿UVW�FDXJKW�D�
QXPEHU�¿YH�EXV�WR�WKH�PDUNHWSODFH�EXV�VWDWLRQ�DQG�
then the number two right along to the far end of the 

rock at Europa Point Lighthouse. We walked back 

along the one-way road through the Keightley Way 

7XQQHO��VHH�SKRWR��DQG�WKLV�KDV�EHHQ�PLQHG�RXW�DW�
some point but now is part of a created one-way sys-

tem. At the end there is an impressive waterfall com-

LQJ�RXW�IURP�ZKDW�DSSHDUV�WR�EH�D�FDYH��VHH�SKRWR���
7KHQ�ZH�ZDONHG�EDFN�XS�WKH�URFN�KLOO�YLD�-HZ¶V�*DWH�
WR�YLVLW�6W�0LFKDHO¶V�&DYH�>VHH�SKRWR@��WKH�FDIH�IRRG�
was iffy, probably due to being out of season but the 

sandwiches were just about okay). The cave is pretty 

impressive in both size and formations wise and this 

show cave is sometimes used as a concert hall. In my 

opinion it is very unusual geologically and its depth 

and stunning formations make it worth a short visit. It 

cost about £10 to visit all of the various attractions on 

the Rock and we also visited the Moorish castle on 

the way back which is very interesting and old.

$QG\�	�6XH�:DWVRQ�015&�+6&&�&66

The Gibraltar Rock

The Keightley Tunnel
Andy Watson in -

The Waterfall from a Cave

St Michael’s Cave

Photos by Andy Watson
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2Q�)HEUXDU\�WKH���WK�WKH�'DUUHQ�GLJJHUV�PHW�
up at whitewalls to continue bringing out items 

surplice to requirements or well past there sell 

E\�GDWH�IURP�WKH�YDULRXV�FDPSV�LQ�WKH�FRQ¿QHV�
of Daren Cilau!

The team consisted of Mark Lumley, Matt and 

Mandy Voysey, Dave King, Spike and my good 

self.

The plan was to carry the bags in a chain from 

White Passage, across the traverse, down the 

ladder pitch and up into Valentines chamber. 

:H�GHFLGHG�WR�HQWHU�YLD�2JRI�&QZF��7KUHH�
members of the party had not experienced this 

route before. We left Whitewalls around 11am 

and headed over to the cave entrance. The 

ZHDWKHU�ZDV�JRRG�GHVSLWH�DOO�WKH�ORFDO�ÀRRGLQJ�
and heavy rainfall we’ve been experiencing 

recently, the ground on the hillside was very wet 

and slippery.

We located the cave entrance and made our 

way through the entrance series. Matt and I 

RSWHG�WR�EH�OHDGHUV�DV�ZH�IHOW�FRQ¿GHQW�URXWH�
¿QGLQJ��DOWKRXJK�0DQG\�VRRQ�WRRN�RYHU�DIWHU�D�
few wrong turns. The route through Cnwc is far 

more caver friendly since the installation of the 

new ladders.

Dave and Spike stopped to look at the Antlers 

DQG�8UFKLQ�2[ERZ��0DUN�DQG�,�KHDGHG�RQ�WR�
get a head start on the ladder pitch, Daren 

Cilau offers a very sporting 20m ladder pitch 

ZLWK�D�VOLJKWO\�GLI¿FXOW�PLG�VHFWLRQ��7KH�ODGGHU�
takes you to Higher Things which bypasses the 

boulder chokes at the end of White Passage. 

2QFH�DW�WKH�WRS�RI�WKH�ODGGHU�D�ZLGH�ORZ�DUHD�RI�
passage continues to a traverse across a 25m 

GHHS�KROH�LQ�WKH�ÀRRU�RI�WKH�SDVVDJH��2QFH�WKH�
traverse is crossed the passage continues to 

a low crawl which leads to the top of a sloping 

passage leading to two rope climbs.

2QFH�DW�WKH�WRS�RI�WKH�ORZHU�URSH�FOLPE�0DUN�
and I started to haul the bags up one by one. In 

the distance we could hear the echoes of voices 

heading towards us, The party were members 

of the  Westminster speleological group. The 

SDUW\�RI�¿YH�ZHUH�UHWXUQLQJ�IURP�WKH�7LPH�
Machine, one of the largest cave passages 

in the country. Two of their part were on a 

international visit to experience the delights 

RI�WKH�'DUHQ�HQWUDQFH�FUDZO��1RW�IRU�WKH�IDLQW�
hearted).

After a spot of lunch the others caught up and 

we made a chain to pass the bags between us 

on the more awkward sections. This proved to 

EH�YHU\�HI¿FLHQW��HVSHFLDOO\�RYHU�WKH�WUDYHUVH��
Most items were tightly packed in tackle bags, a 

few smaller items were in blue rubble sacks tied 

with snoopy loops. In total the bag carry took 

around 3hrs.

Daren Cilau - Bag Haul By Steve Sharp

 Higher Things

 Photo - Mark Lumley 

 20m Ladder pitch

 Photo - Mark Lumley
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The bags are currently placed in Valentines 

chambers awaiting their next leg of the journey 

out of the cave. We all decided to exit via 

-LJVDZ�3DVVDJH�DQG�WKH�FUDZO��WKH�FUDZO�ZDV�
wetter than usual and very cold, the crawl took 

its usual one hour leaving us all battered and 

bruised.

2QFH�EDFN�DW�:KLWHZDOOV�ZH�RSWHG�IRU�DQ�
evening meal at the Bear in Crickhowell, the 

Bear never disappoints with its culinary delights.

A good day trip and another phase complete in 

bag removal.

Daren Cilau - Bag Haul

I will keep the newsletter updated on Daren 

trips if you fancy lending a hand in the near 

future.

 Bags in Valentines Chamber

 Photo - Ralph Leech

 Traverse

  Photo - Mark Lumley

 Top of the rope climbs

 Photo - Ralph Leech

27



28

7KUHH�RI�P\�FDYHU�IULHQGV�IURP�&DUGLII��&KULV�-RQHV��
'DYH�3RZOHVODQG�DQG�-DPLH�:LQGVRU��DVNHG�LI�,¶G�
like to join them on a short but interesting trip to 

6WUDZEHUU\�3DVVDJH�LQ�2JRI�'UDHQHQ��7KLV�OLWWOH�
visited passage is accessed via an exposed bolt 

WUDYHUVH�DFURVV�WKH�WRS�RI�&DLUQ�-XQFWLRQ��ZKLFK�
leads to a few hundred metres of high level passage 

containing some unusual formations.  It is something 

that has been on my to-do list for some time and so I 

jumped at the chance.

We read up on the description on www.cavinguk.

co.uk and gathered together whatever kit we could 

get our hands on... a 50m rope, 10 bolts and 

hangers, and maillons. Problem... the description 

indicated that we might need as many as 15 hangers 

depending on how we rigged the traverse. Ah what 

the heck... we’re ‘ard cavers... surely we’ll get across 

it on 10 hangers somehow! So off we set.

Conditions at the car park at Pwll Du were fairly 

typical... ie. gale force winds and driving rain. We 

decided to hide down by the outdoor centre to get 

changed before moving the car back up to the 

FDUSDUN��ZKLFK�JRW�XV�WROG�RII�E\�WKH�SXE�ODQGORUG����
oops, won’t do it again!)

As we slithered in a less than controlled manner 

down the steep bank to the entrance we noticed 3 

other cavers ahead of us. They had been getting 

changed in the car park while we sheltered down 

by the outdoor centre. It turned out to be Mandy 

and Matt Voysey and Andy Heath, getting in a quick 

Sunday trip after the whisky tasting evening at 

Whitewalls. 

“Where are you headed?”, we asked them. “Well 

we’re thinking of going to Strawberry Passage.” 

What were the chances! We told them of our kit 

predicament, what with having only 10 hangers for 

the traverse... “Well that’s lucky, because we’ve also 

only got 10 hangers... and we also have no tackle 

sack which is why we’re carrying our rope in this 

bin bag!... Shall we join forces, combine kit and use 

your rope?”  Rarely can two teams of such utterly 

incompetent speleologists have happened across 

each other at a more fortunate time and place!

So off the 7 of us headed down the entrance series 

which was certainly a tad damper than usual after all 

the recent wet weather we’ve had. Soon we were at 

the top of the rope climb which you normally descend 

WR�UHDFK�&DLUQ�-XQFWLRQ��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�GHVFULSWLRQ�
our route should head off from here, up a tricky slope 

to reach the start of the bolt traverse which heads out 

DERYH�WKH�WRS�RI�WKH�URSH�FOLPE�DQG�&DLUQ�-XQFWLRQ��
We soon located the spot... a 1.5m overhanging 

manoeuvre onto a 45 degree slippery mud slope 

with nothing solid to hold on to. After a few failed 

solo attempts combined tactics seemed to be the 

only way, and even then it was a horrendous slithery 

thrutch while supported from below by various hands 

DQG�VKRXOGHUV��DQG�SRVVLEO\�IDFHV��XQWLO�,�FRXOG�JHW�
RQWR�WKH�HDVLHU�VORSH�DERYH��,�VRRQ�IRXQG�WKH�¿UVW�
spit in the left hand wall and rigged the tail of the rope 

so that the others could use it to get themselves up 

the climb. 

Andy was next up and I let him continue with the 

rigging as I had rather conveniently left my SRT kit in 

a bag at the bottom of the climb. The traverse started 

out pretty straightforward... a short drop onto a wide 

mud ledge along the left hand wall. The ledge sloped 

down to the right to the lip of a sheer drop to the 

passage far below, but it was fairly easy traversing 

as there were reasonably solid footholds in the mud 

for most of the way. The spits were far apart and we 

GH¿QLWHO\�QHHGHG�DOO�RI�WKHP��HVSHFLDOO\�DV�WKH\�ZHUH�
now 20 years old and some were of fairly dubious 

quality. Nearly all of the hangers spun loosely even 

when fully tightened. 

Andy made quick work of rigging the traverse along 

this ledge onto a huge bridge of jammed boulders 

that spanned the passage. The rest of us joined him 

here as there was plenty of space for all of us. The 

view ahead from here was quite impressive, looking 

GRZQ�LQWR�WKH�YDVW�&DLUQ�-XQFWLRQ�IURP�RXU�YDQWDJH�
SRLQW�DERXW������P�DERYH�WKH�ÀRRU��7KH�FRQWLQXLQJ�
traverse route was altogether more daunting. We 

Strawberry Passage - Ogof Draenen
By Tom Foord

Traverse to Strawberry Passage - Photo - Clive Westlake
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could see where we were heading for, a passage 

straight ahead at the same level as our boulder 

bridge but directly across the other side of the big 

hole we were looking down. The ledges all but ended 

and the bolt route headed out along the sheer right 

hand wall with just a tiny sloping mud ledge for our 

feet to gain purchase on. Luckily the bolts were 

nice and close together now. Andy set off, gradually 

making his way across this wall one bolt at a time. 

0HDQZKLOH�&KULV��'DYH��-DPLH�DQG�,�ZHQW�IRU�DQ�
H[SORUH�DURXQG�WKH�RULJLQDO�URXWH�WR�&DLUQ�-XQFWLRQ�
via Big Bang Pitch which we had not done before. 

It was an impressive sight looking up from Cairn 

-XQFWLRQ�WR�VHH�D�FDYHU�LQFKLQJ�DFURVV�WKH�ZDOO�KLJK�
above us... but it did also look like a completely daft 

thing to be doing! 

By the time we made our way back to the boulder 

bridge Andy was across the traverse, and Matt 

and Mandy were on their way too. By an amazing 

stroke of luck we had needed 19 of the 20 bolts and 

KDQJHUV�WKDW�ZH�KDG�DPDOJDPDWHG�EHWZHHQ�XV��DQG�

somehow we had managed to bring one bolt that 

was the wrong diameter for the spits... the only one 

we didn’t need!) At the far end of the traverse was a 

ODPLQDWHG�VLJQ�SODFHG�RQ�WKH�ÀRRU����³%HIRUH�YLVLWLQJ�
this passage please contact the PDCMG”. This 

seemed a bit of a joke having come this far and spent 

all that time and effort rigging the traverse... we were 

hardly going to turn around now! 

Strawberry Passage started as a narrow winding 

canyon passage along which you could walk for 

most of the way, but with a couple of short crawls 

and climbs. There were a few formations, but also an 

over abundance of tape hanging in odd scraps from 

WKH�ZDOOV�ZKLFK�VHHPHG�D�OLWWOH�XQQHFHVVDU\��2QH�
DUHD�RI�IRUPDWLRQV�ZDV�GH¿QLWHO\�ZRUWK\�RI�D�SDXVH�
to admire a nice selection of straws and helictites 

in an undercut. After this we suddenly emerged into 

a much larger passage 3-4m wide and high with 

EHDXWLIXO�VFXOSWHG�ZDOOV�DQG�D�ORYHO\�ÀDW�GULHG�PXG�
ÀRRU��7R�WKH�OHIW�FORVHG�GRZQ�TXLFNO\�WR�D�GLJ�DQG�
a muddy rift, but to the right we strolled along this 

fantastic tunnel for quite some distance. It didn’t 

really contain the multitude of formations that I had 

been expecting, but actually the passage itself was 

well worth the visit.

After some distance we did come to some unusual 

crystal pools and calcite rivers meandering across 

WKH�ÀRRU�ZKLFK�UHTXLUHG�JUHDW�FDUH�ZKHQ�VWHSSLQJ�
across to avoid dropping sticky mud from our boots. 

There was also an aven to the left with a waterfall 

descending from a passage about 10m above, 

and we wondered if this had ever been entered as 

LW�ORRNHG�D�GLI¿FXOW�FOLPE�DQG�ZH�FRXOGQ¶W�VHH�DQ\�
EROWV�LQ�WKH�ZDOOV��$URXQG�D�¿QDO�FRUQHU�WKH�SDVVDJH�
ORZHUHG�DQG�D�ZLGH�SRRO�¿OOHG�WKH�HQWLUH�ÀRRU��7KLV�
pool contained the ‘strawberry’ formations which give 

this passage its name. These bizarre reddish brown 

calcite formations grow around the edges of the pool 

just beneath the water surface and are apparently 

unique to this location. The passage can be seen 

to continue beyond the the pool, enlarging again to 

walking size. As beckoning as this passage is, to go 

through here would lead to the total destruction of the 

unique strawberry formations, so the passage must 

not be entered. The strawberries were a satisfying 

conclusion to the trip and we turned around and 

made our way back.

The traverse was equally entertaining in reverse, 

particularly when de-rigging, and I was very pleased 

that Andy had used all 19 bolts. I’ve no idea how the 

description reckons you need 15 max as it would be 

a pretty hairy experience to use less than this. The 

slippery climb down from the end of the traverse was 

much easier with gravity on our sides and we were 

soon heading out through the familiar entrance series 

and up the steep hillside to the car park. 

All in all this was a varied, interesting and 

entertaining trip in great company... helped by more 

than a hint of good fortune!

Formations in Strawberry Passage - Photo - Clive Westlake

Formations in Strawberry Passage - Photo - Clive Westlake
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Vallis Quarry Cave by Andy Watson

Vallis Quarry Cave in the 

Mendips is currently gated 

and therefore closed with no 

access to cavers.

9DOOLV�4XDUU\�&DYH��DOVR�
known as Cheese Cave) in 

Eastern Mendip 75774867 is 

in an unconformity area and 

is one of the most easterly 

small caves on the Mendip 

Hills with a length of abut 

30m. It is located 1 mile 

west of the town of Frome in 

the South East corner of an 

old quarry on the right bank 

of Egford Brook 300m south 

of Vallis Farm. The valley 

footpath is popular with 

walkers and the quarry itself 

contains a bit of rubbish and 

VRPH�DUWLVWLF�JUDI¿WL��2QFH�
the entrance was fully open 

but it was it blocked by rocks 

in 1971 to keep the general 

public out, but determined 

cavers could squeeze down 

behind these large rocks to 

gain access to a triangular, 

rather trashy, entrance crawl 

followed by a wriggle up into 

two small muddy chambers 

DQG�¿QDOO\�D�WLJKW�VOLWKHU�LQ�
sticky yellow clay, which 

was dug out by MCG in 

DERXW�������%H\RQG�WKH�¿UVW�
wriggle, the cave roof is of 

VRIW�,QIHULRU�2ROLWH�OLPHVWRQH�
with some good fossils and 

exposing the extraordinary 

VPRRWK�ÀDW�XQFRQIRUPLW\�
�2ROLWH�RYHU�-XUDVVLF�
Limestone’s). This is also 

seen clearly on the surface 

IXUWKHU�DORQJ�WKH�SDWK��DERXW�
500m or so) in another 

exposed quarry face. Bats 

do hibernate in parts of the 

cave.

Latest news: In 2013 the 

4XDUU\�RZQHUV�¿WWHG�D�ODUJH�
secure gate to the cave 

with a statement received 

at Christmas “You may 

be aware that up until this 

Summer [2013] the cave had 

been completely blocked 

by large rocks to prevent 

access, the new gate will 

allow improved access for 

bats and for humans to carry 

out bat surveys if required. 

I hope that you appreciate 

that being a quarry operator 

ZH�KDYH�VWULQJHQW�+	6�
regimes and this coupled 

with the presence of a 

European Protected Species 

in what seems a very small 

cave I do not think we will 

be permitting access to 

people to explore this site 

unless bat surveys are being 

carried out by a licenced 

ecologist. 

I realise this is probably 

disappointing however I 

hope you understand our 

position.”

It is a shame that the 

SDGORFN��QRZ�JRLQJ�UXVW\��
¿WWHG�E\�WKH�RZQHUV��ZKR�
are?) is not a CSCC one, 

I have suggested that the 

CSCC try to open up a 

dialogue as caver visit will 

be pretty rare anyhow.

Vallis Quarry Cave entrance 
July 2011

Vallis Quarry Cave - nearby 
unconformity July 2011

Vallis Quarry Cave entrance 
Feb 2014

Photos by Andy Watson
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Reservoir Hole
by Nick Chipchase

Up until mid March work has 

continued every week at 

both Magic Smoke Dig and 

Skyfall.There was a minor 

set back at the latter when 

the lower choke collapsed. 

In fact it was this choke that 

gave this area its name 

plus the fact it was being 

GXJ�ZKHQ�WKH�ODVW�-DPHV�
%RQG�¿OP�DSSHDUHG��$Q�
upwardly dug loose choke 

is not necessarily a safe 

place to be and both Peter 

and myself got a battering. 

We had a 3m long poking 

pole and during one collapse 

Peter got pinned to the 

wall with it. Sadly I was 

elsewhere with the camera. 

It took two sessions to get 

the three acro props back in 

and get the choke stabilized. 

Work is now continuing at 

the southern extremity of the 

higher choke where we hope 

WR�¿QG�H[WHQVLRQV�IXUWKHU�

south. Whether this high 

rift is an outlet or an inlet is 

still under discussion as the 

PDQ\�VFDOORSV�DUH�GLI¿FXOW�
for the untrained eye to read. 

Current favoured theory 

suggests water coming 

down into The Frozen Deep 

as there are features on the 

plateau above that could be 

DVVRFLDWHG��2QH�LV�9XUOH\�
Swallet an intermittent 

VWUHDP�VLQN�¿OOHG�LQ�VRPH����
years ago.

At Magic Smoke Dig we 

manage about 25 to 30 

skips a full session and we 

have slipped into a workable 

routine though that does 

require a minimum of three 

diggers.The wall is still going 

down  and still belling out. 

In fact nothing has changed 

other that the depth. We 

are now about 5 m into the 

compact silt. Slightly harder 

digging but no shoring is 

needed. Hopefully Andrew 

Atkinson can tie the dig into 

the main survey at some 

time so we will know how far 

above sump level we are.

The “ visitor “ season opens 

on April 1st. The best point 

of contact will be Martin 

Grass the primary key 

holder at-

Martin Grass 

m.grass@btinternet.com

Three visitors plus  

”conservation warden“. 

2QH�WULS�SHU�GD\��(YHU\WKLQJ�
you need to know in the 

new Mendip Underground. 

Hopefully the cave will have 

two club wardens by May.

Nigel Cox replacing the acro 

SURSV�DQG�¿[HG�ODGGHUV�LQ�ORZHU�
Skyfall.

Nigel replacing the hand line on 

the descent into TFD. Main pillar 

in the foreground. Nigel is at a 

point 35m from the camera.

Wire ladder at central Skyfall.

Photos by Nick Chipchase
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G. B. Cave
7KXUVGD\���WK�)HEUXDU\�������5LFKDUG�&DUH\��-RKQ�
Cooper and Emma Gisborne. An afternoon trip. In 

the Devil’s Elbow route to Boulder Chamber and 

then the Gorge. The last bit, to enter the Gorge, was 

knee deep in water, caused by the mud and boul-

der slump down the Gorge. Lots of debris includ-

ing surface material from the shakehole. Down the 

Gorge then over the Bridge and along the Gallery 

into White Passage which we followed up until a left 

lead into Rift Chamber followed by the Loop then 

WKH�2[ERZ�LQWR�WKH�ORZHU�*RUJH��8S�LQWR�/DGGHU�'LJ��
where we were surprised to discover the crawl from 

WKH�2OG�*DWH�ZDV�GU\��+RZHYHU�WKH�GXFN�DW�WKH�HQG�
was still wet. Having removed the cobbles from this, 

and thus lowered the water a bit, we went through 

and then found our way up into Great Chamber. A 

tour around this before dropping back down and 

then climbed up and along into Disappointment 

Chamber, which Richard had been seeking for 28 

years. Back down and along Bat Passage to view 

yet more formations. Back out of Ladder Dig then 

straight up Main Chamber and the Gorge to an exit 

via Mud Passage. 3¼ hours.

By John Cooper

GB Cavern

Duelling of the Clydach Gorge
7KH�OLQN�EHORZ�FRQQHFWV�WR�WKH�:HOVK�2I¿FH�ZHEVLWH���
Duelling of the Clydach Gorge

 

KWWS���D���JLOZHUQ�EU\QPDZU�¿OHV�ZRUGSUHVV�
com/2014/02/dd553-cave-mapping.pdf

 

7KH�SDJH�KLJKOLJKWV�WKH�ZRUN�3HWHU�6PLWK�DQG�-RKQ�
Stevens did last year.

It contains detailed surveys of all the caves that could 

be affected and a sequence of photos from each 

survey station looking forward and back. This means 

we literally have each station  covered by a photo. The 

idea is to repeat the photos once the construction is 

¿QLVKHG��7KLV�ZLOO�HLWKHU�JLYH�WKHP�YHU\�JRRG�35�LI�WKH\�
get it right or proof if they don’t.

 

(YHU\�VWDWLRQ�LV�PDUNHG�E\�D�5DZOSOXJ��UHG�RU�\HOORZ��
VR�ZH�FDQ�¿QG�WKHP�LQ�D�IHZ�\HDUV�WLPH��6R�SOHDVH�
don’t remove or cover them if you see them.

Further information about the project is available on 

the Gilwern to Brynmawr Project Website

http://a465gilwern2brynmawr.co.uk/
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CSS Meets List 2014- 2015

CSS meet for a classic trip in OFD

By Paul Tarrant-Meets Secratary
This year’s Meets List includes details of 
other events that CSS members may wish 
to participate in. Apart from Hidden Earth, 
rescue practices held by SMWCRT, and 
the NAMHO conference and associated 
¿HOG�WULSV�DUH�OLVWHG�DV�PHPEHUV�PD\�EH�
interested in these events.

29/3 - SMWCRT Rescue Practice 

at Llanelly Quarry Pot - whilst this is not an 

RI¿FLDO�&66�PHHW�LW�LV�RQ�RXU�GRRUVWHS�DQG�
provides a possible trip to participants. You 

will need SRT kit for this trip. Note Whitewalls 

has a group staying.

19/4 - Easter at Whitewalls. Possible Dan yr 

2JRI�WULS��:HDWKHU�GHSHQGHQW
HQW�%&$�&DYHU�LQVXUDQFH�QHHGHG��2UJDQLVHU��
Paul Tarrant

3/5 - May Bank Holiday at Whitewalls. 

Wigpool Mine in the Forest of Dean. 

2UJDQLVHU��-RH�'X[EXU\

17/5 - SMWCRT Rescue Practice 

DW�2JRI�'UDHQHQ�

24/5 - Late May Bank Holiday. 
Cwmystwyth Mines. Drive over from 

Whitewalls to explore this fascinating mine 

complex which has worked lead, copper and 

]LQF�GXULQJ�LWV�OLIHWLPH��2UJDQLVHU��3DXO�7DUUDQW

13/6 - Camping on Gower. 
A weekend of walking, and exploration of 

some of Gower’s caves. Last time we stayed 

DW�DQ�H[FHOOHQW�FDPSVLWH�QHDU�2[ZLFK�%D\�
and we went kayaking. Maybe we will see 

*RQ]R�UHSULVH�KLV�VNLOOV�ZLWK�WKH�¿VKLQJ�URG��
2UJDQLVHU�3DXO�7DUUDQW

21/6 - Summer BBQ at Whitewalls. 

NB This date has been brought forward due 

to the Glastonbury Festival and an event 

in the Forest of Dean clashing with the 

traditional weekend for the BBQ.

19/7 - CSS Mendip BBQ. 

Staying at the Shepton Mallet hut at Priddy. 

&DYHV�WR�EH�FRQ¿UPHG��-DFN\�DQG�/HH�KDYH�
kindly offered to organise the food.

25/7 - NAMHO Conference 

Bangor University. Mine exploration seminars 

ZLWK�¿HOG�WULSV�WR�1RUWK�:DOHV�PLQHV�

23/8 - August Bank Holiday at Whitewalls. 

7ULSV�WR�'<2�DQG�2)'�

13/9 - North Wales walking and mine 
exploration. 

Limited places available at Stuart France’s 

mountaineering hut. Camping available 

nearby. Contact Stuart for details.

26/9 - Hidden Earth Leek.

4/10 - SMWCRT rescue practice ‘Wargames’ 

at Penwyllt.

1/11 - %RQ¿UH�3DUW\�DW�:KLWHZDOOV. 

%DWV�DQG�¿UHZRUNV�

6/12 - Curry evening. 
Whitewalls. Caving in the local caves or a trip 

RYHU�WR�2)'�WR�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�WKH�60:&57�
UHVFXH�SUDFWLFH�LQ�2)'�

24/1/15- Annual Dinner 
and AGM on the Sunday

21/2/15 - Whisky Evening
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